About the Pavilion
In the Showground since 1966
Welcome to the Pavilion Theatre.
The Pavilion Theatre is a non-profit theatre located in the Hills District,
Sydney. It is home to the Castle Hill Players, one of the most respected
community theatre companies in Australia, who have been delighting
audiences since 1954.
For almost 70 years, the Castle Hill Players have provided high quality,
affordable theatre to the Hills area - and beyond! The construction of the
Metro in 2019 has allowed audiences from all over New South Wales to flock
to the Pavilion and enjoy the gold standard of theatre.
Castle Hill Players acknowledge the Bediagal People who are the traditional
custodians of the land on which the Pavilion Theatre is built.
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Booking Information
Prices and How to Book
Tickets $30.00 (full price) and $25.00 (concession)
Tickets $22.00 for groups of 10 or more, with one complementary teacher
ticket per 10 students.
Contact us at (02) 9634 2929 to book your tickets. A booking fee of $6.60
(inc. GST) applies per transaction (not per ticket). Our phones are operated
from 11am-6pm (Mon-Fri).
Bookings for each production open 2 months prior to its opening night.

Performance Times
23 September to 15 October 2022
Fri 23 September
Sat 24 September
Sun 25 September
Wed 28 September
Fri 30 September
Sat 1 October
Sun 2 October
Wed 5 October
Fri 7 October
Sat 8 October
Sun 9 October
Wed 12 October
Fri 14 October
Sat 15 October

8pm
8pm
4pm
8pm
8pm
8pm
8pm
4pm
8pm
8pm
8pm
8pm
4pm
8pm
8pm
8pm

Post-performance Q&A sessions available on request
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Getting to the Pavilion
By Metro Train
Get the Sydney Metro to Showground, as you exit the station turn right and
walk up Doran Drive into the showground and follow around the edge of the
Arena.

By Car
From Showground Rd, turn into DeClambe Drive, then right into Doran
Drive, you will normally find parking just beyond or behind the theatre.
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About the Play
The Appleton Ladies’ Potato Race
By Melanie Tait
Appleton – a quintessential Australian country town where men are real
men, women are real women … and vegetables are not used in cake. But
things are changing. City slickers, tree changers and refugees are moving in.
Appleton might just have to face the new century but simmering tensions
are about to boil over.
Prodigal daughter Penny has returned from the big smoke. Appleton’s
annual Potato Race has never been something she cared about, until she
discovers that the men’s prize is five times more than the women’s. Now
she does care! The townsfolk are about to get a lesson in gender parity … and
Penny is going to get a lesson in history.
A sparkling comedy about change and how we see our future.
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Curriculum Links
Suitable for: Stage 5-6
Subject Links: English, Drama
The Appleton Ladies’ Potato Race has relevance to the following units of
study:
● Common Module: Texts and Human Experiences (Stage 6 English)
● Topic 2: Contemporary Australian Theatre Practice (Stage 6 Drama)
● Topic 3: The Voice of Women in Theatre (Stage 6 Drama)
For more detailed curriculum links, please see here.
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Theatre Etiquette
Please:
● Turn mobile phones to silent and then turn off
● Do not talk during the show - laughing is welcome (and at comedies,
encouraged)
● Sit in the assigned seat on your ticket
● Applaud at the end of each act (it is respectful to the actors)
● Open any snacks before the beginning of each act
● Do not take photos or video during the show
● If attending a Q&A session, please ask questions of relevance to the
play or theatre process.
The Appleton Ladies’ Potato Race runs for approximately 80 minutes with no
interval.
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Pre-Show Activities
Prediction Activity
Tell students the name of the play; The Appleton Ladies’ Potato Race. Have
students write a short prediction about what they think the play will be
about. Then, read the summary on page 4. Have students engage in a
discussion about the accuracy of their predictions.
Writing Activity
Focus on Common Module: Texts and Human Experiences
Have students compose PEEL paragraphs exploring change as an essential
part of the human experience.
Research Activity
Have students conduct research and create presentations about the play and
its context. Some suggested areas of research include:
● Melanie Tait, the playwright
● Potato sack races
● Rural Australia
● Contemporary Australian theatre
Design Activity
The Appleton Ladies’ Potato Race explores the clash between tradition and
change. Have students design costumes for Penny and the townsfolk of
Appleton which symbolise this clash.
Comparison Activity
Focus on Topic 2: Contemporary Australian Theatre Practice
Instruct students to create a venn diagram or a comparison table, and begin
to track the similarities and differences between their prescribed texts and
The Appleton Ladies’ Potato Race. Lead a class discussion with them about
how their viewing of The Appleton Ladies’ Potato Race might support their
understanding and analysis of their prescribed texts.
If you are attending a post-performance Q&A, have students prepare
questions to ask.
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Post-Show Activities
Prediction Activity
Have your students discuss the accuracy of their pre-show predictions.
Have them discuss why their predictions may or may not have been
accurate.
Writing Activity
Focus on Topic 2: Contemporary Australian Theatre Practice
Have students compose an analytical paragraph comparing the use of
character to represent Australian values in The Appleton Ladies’ Potato Race
and one of their prescribed texts.
Focus on Common Module: Texts and Human Experiences
Have students compose an analytical paragraph comparing the
representations of change in The Appleton Ladies’ Potato Race and their
prescribed text.
Review Activity
Have students compose a review of the play. Their reviews could include:
● A brief synopsis of the play
● A review of the acting performances
● A review of the design elements (i.e. costume, set, lighting and sound)
● A review of the technical elements (i.e. backstage crew, lighting and
sound operation)
● Links to the Elements of Drama (for Drama students)
We would love it if you could send us some of the reviews your students
write.
Design Activities
If students created designs for The Appleton Ladies’ Potato Race prior to
attending the production, have them compare their designs to the designs
used in the production. Have them discuss why their designs were similar or
different.
Additionally, have students analyse the ways in which design has been used
to create character, setting and mood. Production photos are available upon
request, including suggested questions to help guide student analysis.
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Our Next Production
Join us for our next production

Picasso at the Lapin Agile
By Steve Martin
Directed by Dave Went
November 18 - December 10
Bookings open now
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Contact Us
If you enjoyed your experience at the Pavilion Theatre and want to get
involved, you can join the theatre as a member. Members of our theatre are
involved in a number of ways, not just acting! We are always keen for new
faces to help backstage, in the bio box and designing our shows. If you’d like
to help out in any way but are not quite sure how, we’ll show you the ropes!
To learn more about how to join our theatre, click here.
Follow us on Facebook and on our new Instagram for updates on all our
productions.
@paviliontheatrecastlehill
@paviliontheatrecastlehill

Feedback
We’d love your feedback about the show, our educational resources and any
resources that would assist you with future productions. Please complete
this post-show survey.
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